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primitive peoples of the present day. They leave food beside a dead man's grave for the soul to feed upon. They leave holes in the grave for the soul to come in and out, or they pile mounds over it to keep it in. In more advanced culture the materiality of the alleged soul decreases. It is identified in a vague sort of way with the breath; hence, indeed, the very name of spirit, from the Latin for breath. Still later it was divested further of material qualities. It long continued, however, to retain the material quality of occupying space, and numberless speculations were indulged in as to " the site of the soul."
Many other metaphysical theories proceed on similar lines. Hans Driesch, for instance, proposed to explain organic development by means of a mysterious thing called entelechy, aided by an if possible more mysterious thing called psychoid. Others invoke "biotic energy" for the same purpose. "Noumena" and "the Absolute1" are favourite creations of a large and influential school of metaphysicians. In general it may be laid down that the creation of imaginary entities is a tempting method of " explanation" which is likely to continue for long to mislead the unwary.
Now it is characteristic of all these spiritual entities that they can only be conceived by attributing to them material qualities, and that as soon as they are completely deprived of all material qualities they and the belief in them promptly vanish. For, as I have so frequently repeated in the course of this chapter, beliefs, like all other mental states, are products of sensation and association. Where there is no sensation, either real or imagined, there is no belief. If a spirit has neither visibility, nor tangibility, nor divisibility, nor position in space, nor any other property whatever, it is then identical with nothing. To conceive it, or to believe in it, is to materialize it to some extent. It is imagined as having a position in space, or some vague generalized form such as the spherical, or the power to emit light or sound, or to move bodies, or some other purely material attribute. In